
Proposal for COMMunity Event 
“Fall into COMMunity” 

October 10, 2012 
By Messiah College Event Planning Class 

 

Situational Analysis: 

The Messiah College Department of Communication consists of 140 students spread out across 
six majors: public relations, communication, broadcasting, digital media, film and media arts 
and journalism. Last year, students and professors created a new initiative called COMMunity 
to bring together and build community between the students in the department. Over the past 
year, the department hosted a Christmas Trick-or-treating afternoon, a service-oriented project 
(Project 29) and a senior picnic.  

With the creation of additional majors, the potential exists for more fragmentation within the 
department. Therefore, we propose to hold a “Fall into COMMunity” event this November to 
promote unity and department identity. The event, scheduled for November 1st from 8-10 p.m., 
will be held at South Side Café. During our event, we will provide pumpkins to paint, speed 
dating, a photobooth and fall food for everyone in attendance. These activities will engage our 
new first year students and build relationships between our six majors for the upcoming year. 

Goals: 

 To reach and welcome in first-year communication department students 

 Promote unity among the six majors 

 Create a welcoming environment for everyone 

Objectives: 

Behavioral 

 50 people will attend 

 20 first year students will attend 

Attitudinal 

 Students and professors will feel a renewed sense pride and community within the 
department 

 First year students will feel included and excited about attending more events 

Strategies: 

 Speed meeting 
o Create question prompts and have students spend 1 minute at a table before 

switching 

 Pumpkin painting 



o Ask for donations for pumpkins from local orchards (donation letter and list 
attached) 

 Photobooth 
o Hang sheet and Red Communication Department Banner 
o Kevin Clancy will take pictures and we will upload them to the Communication 

Department’s Facebook so students can use them as they wish 
o Costumes/props from Nance 

 Dessert and Coffee 
o Each group member will provide a fall-flavored dessert 
o We will suggest that professors attending also bring a dessert (not required) 
o Drew will solicit coffee donation from Cornerstone and/or Square Bean 

 Lighting 
o We will hang strings of lights from Nance and SGA to create a warm ambience 

 Traditional fall items 
o Obtaining decorations from SGA  

Target Publics: 

 All Communication Department students 

 Specifically first-year students in Communication Department 

 Communication Department professors 

 
 

Communication Strategies: 

 

Copy for Invitations: 

Fall into COMMunity 

Join the COMM Department in celebrating fall with special treats, fun activities and the chance 

to jump right into the COMM Department family.   

 

Who: All COMM Department students and faculty 

Where: South Side Café 

When: Thursday, November 1st, 8-10 p.m. 

 



Copy for Mass Email to Students: 

Subject Line: Fall into COMMunity 

Join the COMM Department in celebrating fall with special treats, fun activities and the chance 

to jump right into the COMM Department family.   

 

The event will take place on Thursday, November 1st from 8-10 p.m. in the South Side Café and 

open to all COMM Department students and faculty! Don’t miss this opportunity to meet your 

fellow students and interact with your COMMunity. 

 

Copy for email invitations to professors: 

We would like to extend an invitation to you to attend Fall into COMMunity, an event designed 

to create and foster relationships between the six majors that our communication department 

holds. The event, held November 1st from 8-10 p.m. at Southside Café, will include speed dating 

–or speed meeting—pumpkin painting , fall desserts and a photobooth with our 

communication department banner and lots of great costumes. 

We understand that this event is late for most of you; however, we would love your 

attendance! By being present at our event, we believe that we can continue to build and 

develop a true community amongst the 140 students in our department. If you do plan on 

coming and would like to provide a fall-themed dessert, we would appreciate your contribution 

to our evening. Please RSVP with your attendance and if you will be bringing a fall dessert or 

any fall decorations by October 29th. Please bring desserts the night of and give Drew Gehman 

or Emily Mohler the decorations by 3 p.m. on November 1st.   

We hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 

 



Facebook Page: 

 

Name: Fall into COMMunity 

 

Details: Join the COMM Department in celebrating fall with special treats, fun activities and the 

chance to jump right into the COMM Department family.   

 

Where: South Side Café 

 

When: 11/1/12, 8-10 p.m. 

 

Picture:  

  

Email invitations to first-year students: 

There will be personal email invitations to first-year students, as we believe it’s a harder 

audience to reach.  The sender of those emails will craft the copy themselves.  

 

 

 

 



Budget:  

For this event to become a success, we will need a sum of $30 for the following item: 

 Paint and brushes ($10) to create visuals for a warm, welcoming atmosphere as well as 
for pumpkin painting 

 Decorations ($15), including hay bales, large pumpkins, corn stalks, scarecrows, cloth 
leaves, and other fall-themed items. These will not only add to the atmosphere and 
success of the event at hand, but will then become a resource for future COMM events. 

 Plates, cups, & napkins ($5) to facilitate food distribution and eating. 
 

Timeline:  

See attached document. 

Evaluation: 

The tentative plan for evaluating our event is to have short, 5-question survey on a card 
available the night of the event. We will ask students to fill out the survey before they leave. 
After analyzing the evaluations, we will pass the surveys on to the November and December 
groups to use in their upcoming events.  

  



Donor Target List for Pumpkins 

Giant (Dillsburg) - Kristen 

830 U.S. 15   

Dillsburg, PA 17019 

(717) 432-0630 

 

Giant (Winding Hill) - Blair 

255 Cumberland Parkway 

Mechanicsburg 

(717) 591-0993 

 

Paulus’ Orchard - Rachel 

522 E Mount Airy Rd   

Dillsburg, PA 17019 

(717) 432-2544 

 

Giant (Camp Hill) - Sarah 

South 32nd Street  

Camp Hill, PA 17011 

(717) 724-1166  

 

Paulus’s Farm Market - Jordan 

1216 South York St. 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

(717) 697-4330 

 

Oak Grove - Emily 

846 Fisher Road   

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

(717) 766-2216 

 

Ashcombe - Drew 

906 West Grantham Road  

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

(717) 766-7611 

 

  



Kristen Houser 
Messiah College 

1 College Avenue Unit 5105 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055  

717-425-4090 

October 16, 2012 

To whom this may concern:  

The Communication Department of Messiah College will be holding a mini fall festival on November 1st.  

The goal of this event is to welcome the incoming first years and foster a sense of community amongst 

the students of the Messiah Communication department.  In light of the season, we wish to incorporate 

pumpkin painting as an activity for this event.  Therefore, we are seeking donations of miniature 

pumpkins for this cause.   

 

In return, we will display any corporate advertisement you wish at the event, or at the least, a thank you 

poster with your business’s name listed.   

 

If you choose to donate, please contact Kristen Houser at 717-425-4090.  Thank you for your time and 

consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

The Messiah College Communication Department 

 

 


